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Alley Theatre Receives $25 Million Matching Grant  

In recognition of the largest gift in Alley history, the 615 Texas Avenue Theatre building 

will be named the Meredith J. Long Theatre Center.  
 

HOUSTON, TX – Butch Mach, Alley Theatre Board Chair and Chairman of the Alley Theatre Vision for 

the Future Campaign, is pleased to announce that the Tony Award®-winning Alley Theatre received a 

$25 million matching grant from an anonymous donor as part of the $80 million Alley Vision for the Future 

Campaign. This is the largest gift in the 75-year history of the Alley. In recognition of this gift, the 615 

Texas Avenue Theatre Building will be named Meredith J. Long Theatre Center in honor of the Theatre’s 

longtime Chairman Emeritus who passed away on June 3, 2020. 

“We are so honored to be receiving such a generous anonymous gift,” stated Butch Mach. “Meredith 

Long played a major part in the Alley’s history as a former Board President, capital campaign co-chair, 

champion of new work and our Resident Acting Company. Naming the building after him is a well-

deserved tribute.”  

“This benevolent gift allows the Alley to flourish for decades to come,” says Alley Theatre Board 

President Kenneth P. Kades. “With this gift as part of the Alley Vision for the Future Campaign, the Alley 

will continue its mission to inspire and enchant lives with theatre that is at the highest level of artistic 

excellence.” 

Meredith Long served on the Alley Board for 31 years where he co-chaired two of the largest fund-raising 

campaigns in the Theatre’s history at the time. The first campaign raised $25 million to support the 

renovation after Tropical Storm Allison in 2001 and created the 75,000 square-foot Alley Center of 

Theatre Production. The second campaign raised $56 million primarily for the renovation of the Alley 

Theatre Building which opened in 2016. Mr. Long also served on the Board of the John F. Kennedy 

Center for the Performing Arts, the Museum of Fine Arts Houston, and the Texas Heart Institute.  

The Alley Vision for the Future Campaign supports the Alley’s endowment, artistic initiatives, building 

repairs after Hurricane Harvey, and provides reserve funds for the Theatre. The campaign is chaired by 

Butch Mach and has raised $54.5 million to date. Once this challenge grant is met, the Alley will 

successfully complete its $80 million goal.  

 

ABOUT THE ALLEY THEATRE:  

The Alley Theatre, one of America’s leading nonprofit theatres, is a nationally recognized performing arts 

company led by Artistic Director Rob Melrose and Managing Director Dean R. Gladden. The Alley is 

committed to developing and producing theatre that is as diverse as the Houston community. The Theatre 

produces up to 16 plays and nearly 500 performances each season, ranging from the best current work 

and re-invigorated classic plays to new plays by contemporary writers. Home to a full-time resident 

company of actors, the Alley engages theatre artists of every discipline—actors, directors, designers, 
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composers, playwrights—who work on individual productions throughout each season as visiting artists. 

 

The Alley Theatre performs at the Meredith J. Long Theatre Center which is comprised of two state-of-

the-art theatres: the 774-seat Hubbard Theatre and the 296-seat Neuhaus Theatre. The Alley reaches 

over 200,000 people each year through its performances, education, and community engagement 

programs. Its audience enrichment programs include pre-show and post-performance talks, events, and 

workshops for audience members of all ages.  
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