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Alley Theatre Award for Lifetime Achievement to be 

presented on October 9, 2023 at A Tony Award®-

Winning Evening 

This celebratory dinner will honor four Tony Award® -winning artists currently working 

on the upcoming Alley production of Little Comedies  

 
HOUSTON, TX – Jeremy and Wendi Monthy, Event Chairs, Dean Gladden, Alley Theatre Managing 

Director and Rob Melrose, Alley Theatre Artistic Director, are pleased to announce that four theatrical 

legends are coming to Alley Theatre. The 2023 Alley Theatre Award for Lifetime Achievement will be 

presented on October 9, 2023 at A Tony Award®-Winning Evening. The honorees are costume 

designer Susan Hilferty, sound designer Scott Lehrer, playwright and director Richard Nelson, and 

lighting designer Jennifer Tipton. These impressive artists are not only being awarded for their 

remarkable individual achievements in American Theatre, but also for their work together to realize 

Nelson’s words into a theatrical experience which immerses audiences with the actors and the text. Alley 

audiences will soon get to experience their artistry with the upcoming production of Little Comedies by 

Anton Chekhov. 

“I’m honored to present Alley Theatre Award for Lifetime Achievement to four artists who have changed 

the American theatre and are personal heroes of mine: Richard Nelson, Susan Hilferty, Jennifer Tipton, 

and Scott Lehrer,” shares Artistic Director Rob Melrose. “We honor them for their outstanding individual 

careers and for the unique collaboration the four of them have created to realize Mr. Nelson’s plays and 

translations in a style that is the most intimate and immediate as I have ever experienced in the theatre.  

All four artists have careers that span decades and have a remarkable range from Broadway musicals to 

some of the most exciting experimental work of the past half a century.”    

These four distinguished artists have been hugely influential in the theatre industry. Combined, they boast 

109 Broadway productions, five Tony Awards® including 21 nominations, one Olivier Award, one Grammy 

Award, nine Drama Desk Awards including 29 nominations, and many other accolades. Susan Hilferty 

costumed the worlds of Wicked, Wonderland, and most recently, Funny Girl and Parade. Scott Lehrer 

was the sound designer of Into the Woods with Sarah Bareilles, The Music Man starring Hugh Jackman 

and Sutton Foster, and Hello Dolly starring Bette Midler. Richard Nelson wrote the play cycle The 

Rhinebeck Panorama, the books of musicals James Joyce’s The Dead and Chess, and co-translated 

plays of Anton Chekhov including the Alley’s upcoming production of Little Comedies. Jennifer Tipton, a 

MacArthur Fellow and a celebrated educator, is frequently described as one of modern theatre's most 

influential and innovative lighting designers. She designed Jerome Robbins’ Broadway, Andrei Serban’s 

production of The Cherry Orchard, and a wide range of productions from operas at the largest houses in 

the world to innovative experimental work with companies like The Wooster Group and The Builders 

Association.  
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This evening will raise funds for Alley Theatre’s artistic, educational, and community engagement 

initiatives. 

Interview Opportunity:      *For interviews with Dean Gladden, Rob Melrose and any of the Honorees, 

please contact: 

Caroline Austin, PR & Communications Manager at carolinea@alleytheatre.org 

  

ABOUT ALLEY THEATRE:   

Alley Theatre, one of America’s leading nonprofit theatres, is a nationally recognized performing arts 

company led by Artistic Director Rob Melrose and Managing Director Dean R. Gladden. The Alley is 

committed to developing and producing theatre that is as diverse as the Houston community. The Alley 

produces up to 11 plays and nearly 330 performances each season, ranging from the best current work 

and classic plays to new plays by contemporary writers. Home to a full-time resident company of actors 

and expert artisans in all theatre crafts, the Alley engages theatre artists of every discipline – actors, 

directors, designers, composers, playwrights – who work on individual productions throughout each 

season as visiting artists.   

  

Alley Theatre performs at the Meredith J. Long Theatre Center which is comprised of two state-of-the-art 

theatres: the 774-seat Hubbard Theatre and the 296-seat Neuhaus Theatre. The Alley reaches more than 

177,000 people each year through its performance, education, and community engagement programs.  
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